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Syllabus for MTH 111, Winter 2018 

 
Instructor: Ron Wiebe    Email:  wieber@wou.edu 
Office: MNB 133     Course CRN:  20950 (9am) & 20954 (2pm) 
Phone: 503-838-8977    Course ID: wiebe888431 (9am) & wiebe31941 (2pm) 
Website:  www.wou.edu/~wieber 
 
Classes meet at the following times and locations: 
9am – 9:50am class:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday in MNB #103 
2pm – 2:50pm class:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday in MNB #104 
 

Wiebe's Office Hours and Schedule 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9:00 MTH 111 MTH 111 MTH 111 MTH 111 Not usually on 
campus 10:00 Office Hour Office Hour 

MTH 396 
Office Hour 

11:00 MTH 396 MTH 396  
12:00     
1:00   Office Hour Office Hour 
2:00 MTH 111 MTH 111  MTH 111 

 
Course Goals: 

1. Students will provide accurate explanations of information presented in mathematical forms – 
PG1 and QL 

2. Students will convert relevant information into various mathematical forms – PG1 and QL 

3. Students will draw reasonable and appropriately qualified conclusions from quantitative 
analysis of data – PG1 and QL 

4. Students will understand and use polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and power 
families of functions, develop regression and modeling with these functions, and understand and use 
inverse functions – CS 

Prerequisite:  MTH 095 with a grade of C- or better, or satisfactory score on Western Oregon University 
math placement test. 

Required Materials: 

• Text: Algebra and Trigonometry with Modeling and Visualization, 6e (ISBN: 9780134753485) by 
Gary Rockswold.   

• You will also need an access code to MyMathLab, the online homework system that will be used in 
this course. 

o The above two items (book/access code) may be purchased by either: 
1.  Purchased new. The book, together with access to the online homework, is about $210. 
2.  Purchased online at www.coursecompass.com. This purchase gives you access to both 
the online text and MyMathLab.  The online version of the text looks exactly like the actual 
text, page by page.  The cost is approximately $100. 
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• A scientific calculator with at least the capabilities of a T I–83 is required.  A TI– 83 or TI-84 is 

highly recommended.  No TI–86, TI-89, nor any calculator with a computer algebra system, such 
as the TI-Nspire, is permissible for use in this course.  If you don’t have access to one, they can be 
rented from the book store. 
 

Course Structure:   

The course will contain a mix of interactive lecture, individual/group problem solving, and time for 
questions from previous homework assignments.  
 
Reading the text:  
You will be expected to read each (assigned) section in your textbook. It is a good idea to briefly read the 
assigned section before class and then to carefully read the section before you start your homework.  You 
might find it very helpful to write out the examples in the text as well rather than just read the examples. 
If you carefully write out the examples and work out all of the steps you will find that you have a deeper 
understanding of the material.  
 
What determines your grade: 

• Homework/In-Class assignments.  There will be a mix of handwritten homework assignments and 
online homework.  If you miss class, it is your responsibility to acquire any homework 
assignments that you missed, but you will not be able to make up any in class activities, unless you 
have spoken with me before hand and have a proper excuse.   Completing your homework in a 
timely fashion will be essential to your success in this course. You will find that if you do not do all 
of your homework, you will not succeed in learning the covered material.  Late homework will be 
accepted, though it will receive 25% penalty for each day it is late, including days where we do not 
meet as a class.  Homework and in – class assignments carry 30% of your grade (20% will be 
online; written and in – class work will be the other 10%).  Your written and online homework 
will usually be collected/due every Monday. 
 

• Quizzes:  There will be a relatively short quiz given on most weeks, usually on Thursdays (but will 
depend on the content, timing, etc.).  You may use a 3 x 5 note card, and the questions will be 
similar to ones that we’ve covered in class or on homework assignments.  I will drop your lowest 
quiz score at the end of the term, and they are worth 20% of your grade.  Regularly attending class 
and staying current with the material is necessary to earn high grades on quizzes. 
 

• Exams.  There will be two exams throughout this course (the second one will likely be given 
during dead week).  Each one will be based off of material that has been covered in lectures, 
homework problems, quizzes, and in-class assignments.  50% of each exam will be non-calculator.  
Attendance and completion of assignments are essential to being a successful test taker.  Make-up 
exams are not allowed unless you have spoken with me in advance and it is an unusual 
circumstance or an excused absence.  The exams make up 30% of your overall grade.  On each 
exam, you may use a 3 x 5 note card (both sides, handwritten).  There may be parts on each exam 
where a calculator is permitted. 
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• The Final. It will be cumulative, encompassing the material that will be covered throughout the 
term.  The final carries 20% of your grade, and it will be administered on Monday, March 19th at 
10:00 – 11:50 AM (room TBD).  The final cannot be given at an alternate time, so make any plans 
accordingly.  You may use a 3 x 5 note card (both sides, handwritten), and 50% of the exam will be 
non-calculator.  If your final score is higher than your lowest exam grade, I will replace it with your 
final score. 

Homework: 30% 

Quizzes: 20% 

Exam 1: 15% 

Exam 2: 15% 

Final: 20% 

The common final will have a significant non-calculator section.  To prepare for this, there will be non-
calculator portions of exam and quizzes.  Please be aware that students are expected to perform basic 
arithmetic with integers and fractions without using a calculator. 

Tips for success: 

• Attend class.  Even if you think you already know the material, in – class assignments have 
a significant impact on your grade (and cannot be made up). 

• Ask questions!  Don’t be afraid of failure or giving a wrong answer; it is how we learn and 
we all experience it most days.  We don’t need to always have the right answer, but we 
need to at least try if we want to improve and become more effective.   

• Get extra help whenever needed.  There are several resources available to you: 
o My office hours, feel free to drop by whenever you have any questions regarding the 

course or anything that I can help you with.  If my hours don’t work for you, let me 
know and we can make an appointment for a different time. 

o The tutoring center is a very effective (and completely free) resource.  It’s held in 
the library, and you can visit www.wou.edu/mathcenter to see a complete schedule.  

o Each other!  Study groups are a great way to bounce ideas off each other and see the 
material in a different light.  Just be sure that you don’t completely rely on each 
other for the answers, since that can actually cripple you and force you to become 
dependent. 

• Completion of all assignments, both written and online.  Successfully completing (and 
understanding) homework assignments will have a large impact on your exam scores, 
thereby raising your grade in more ways than one! 

  

http://www.wou.edu/mathcenter
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WOU Connection System:  If the instructor determines your performance in this class is placing you at 
academic risk, you may be referred to a member of the Student Success Team.  A student success 
specialist will offer to work with you to address issues and develop a student success strategy. Regardless 
of whether a referral has or has not been made, you are ultimately responsible for tracking your own 
progress in this course. If you would like to meet with a student success specialist regarding any 
academic struggles you are experiencing, please contact Student Success and Advising at 503-838-8428 
or at studentsuccess@wou.edu. 
 
Appropriate Classroom Behavior:  You are responsible for your own attendance and performance. 
Disruptive classroom behavior of any kind, such as talking during lecture or consistently coming to class 
late etc., is not appropriate.  The prescribed conduct for all students is described in the University 
Catalog. In particular, academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated, and will be reported to the 
university.  Also, leave your cell phone off or on silent when you come to class.  They are not to be used at 
all during class.  If for some reason you absolutely need to be contacted (in some emergency situation), 
inform me before class and an arrangement can be made. 
 
Student Absence Notification: If for some reason you are absent due to an extenuating circumstance or 
medical situation, the instructor may ask you to report the incident through official channels before 
making exceptions to missed or late work.  For more information on how to submit a student absence 
notification request, please contact the Academic Advising and Learning Center at 503-838-8428 or at 
studentsuccess@wou.edu.  

Disability Services: If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you 
are encouraged to contact both your instructor and the Office of Disability Services, APSC 405, or at 503-
838-8250, as early as possible in the term. Students needing medical or mental health care can access the 
Student Health and Counseling Center by calling 503-838-8313, emailing at health@wou.edu, or by 
walking in to schedule an appointment. 

Military:  Veterans and Active Military Personnel with special circumstances are welcomed and encouraged 
to communicate these, in advance if possible.  For WOU veteran resources, please see wou.edu/veterans/.  

Incomplete Grades: Incomplete grades may be given at the discretion of the instructor.  However, to 
qualify for consideration, the student must be passing the course and the circumstances must be 
extremely unusual and verifiable. A contract between the student and instructor for completion of the 
remaining course work is required. 

Grading Scale for the Course: 

% Grade % Grade % Grade % Grade % Grade 
93 - 100 A 90 – 92 A- 87 – 89 B+ 83 – 86 B 80 – 82 B- 
% Grade % Grade % Grade % Grade % Grade 
77 – 79 C+ 73 – 76 C 70 – 72 C- 60 – 69 D Below 60  F 

To contact Pearson Support:  1 - 800 – 677 – 6337      http://247personed.custhelp.com/ 


